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January 2, 2022—Epiphany Sunday 
Good Shepherd UCC—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

170 Tuckerton Road, Reading, PA 19605 
Listen: Hearing That Still, Small Voice and Finding Your Own 

Following the Star–Holy Communion—Star Words 
Lay Reader: Jim Kurtz 

____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 
your souls as you prepare for this time of Worship in stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

LISTEN 
 

Gathering Music           Joyce Maurer 
 

Welcome 
One: This is the day our God has made. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: Come, let us worship. 
Many: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Evoking the Mystery 
One: I invite you to rise as you are able in body and in spirit and 
turn to face the center aisle as the light enters our midst. 
 

It is this “turning” or “re-orienting” ourselves toward the Holy 
that will characterize our season of Epiphany. What we pay 
attention to is what we are formed by. So let us begin this season 
of listening, of receiving, of hearing that still, small voice and 
finding our own true selves. 
 

Come and listen. Lay the fullness of your lives before God who is 
our Creator, who is the Christ, who is the Spirit. 
Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

Rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

The Altar Candles are Lit as Gentle Music Plays 
 

 
Come and Rest 

 

One: Our Gospel narrative today is the story of travelers from the 
east who, guided by a Star in the midnight sky, come to worship 
a child born to be king. May we quiet ourselves as we, too, bow 
down before the Christ child. May we still our minds as we offer 
ourselves as gifts to God. May we quiet and still ourselves as we 
seek to follow the One who is love and life, who is breath and 
beauty, who is comfort and compassion. 
 

One: Come and rest. 
Many: We come to rest. 
One: Come and listen. 
Many: We come to listen 
One: There is  a wisdom deep within that calls us closer. 
Many: We draw near to receive the wisdom of God’s Spirit 
 

The Peace 
 

One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you! 
One: I invite you to pass a wave, a peace sign, prayer hands or 
hands over your heart to the people around you as a way of 
sharing the abundant gifts that comes from Jesus. Those joining 
us at home, we invite you to share the peace of Christ in the chat 
section. 
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Opening Hymn 
 

“As with Gladness Those of Old” 
 

As with gladness those of old did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming 
 bright; 
So, true Morning Star, may we evermore your splendor see. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed, 
There to bend the knee before One whom heaven and earth 
 adore; 
So, may we with willing feet ever seek your mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at that manger plain and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you from whom they 
 spring. 
 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
And when mortal things are past, bring our ransomed souls at 
 last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds your glory 
 hide. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Silent Rest 
 

One: You are invited to sit quietly in stillness for a few moments 
without any expectation of what you “ought” to be thinking. 
Don’t worry about sounds from those around you—simply let 
them float into and out of your attention. And, if you find it 
difficult to settle your thoughts, contemplate the following: 
 

When you came in this morning you were given a Star 
Word. As you pause, ponder on this word. What might God 
be speaking to you through this word? What is the 

message God is sharing with you in this moment? Breathe 
in and breathe out. Allow God’s light to shine within you. 

 

Examen 
 

One: We all make mistakes. None of us are perfect. We all need 
grace and mercy, forgiveness and guidance. Let us take some 
time to open our hearts to God’ searching. 
 

One: For that which then we thought was right… 
Many: God have mercy. 

pause 
One: For that which now we regret… 
Many: God forgive us and cover us with your grace. 

pause 
One: For that which we know not what to do… 
Many: God illumine our paths and guide our steps. 

pause 
One: Come and rest, come and listen, come and receive. Know 
that grace, forgiveness, and guidance are available to you each 
and every moment when you turn to God to receive these gifts. 
Many: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

One: Come and rest. 
Many: Come and listen. 
One: Lay the fullness of your life before God. 
Many: We surrender our lives to God. 
 

FIND 
 

The Prophet’s Prayer—Isaiah 60:1-6 (responsively) 
 

One: Listen to the still small voice. 
Many: We pause to listen to the still small voice. 
One: Listen, God is speaking. 
Many: Yes, God is speaking. 
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One: Arise, shine for your light has come, and the glory of the 
LORD has risen upon you. 
Many: For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples, but the LORD will arise up and God’s glory will appear 
over you. 
One: Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 
of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Many: Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill 
and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea shall be brought 
to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
One: A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the 
LORD. 
 

Musical Interlude 
 

“Go Tell It On The Mountain”        Joyce Maurer 
 

Seeking the Word—Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Voice One: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking: 
Voice Two: “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay 
him homage.” 
Voice One: When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. They told him, 
Voice Two: “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” 
Voice One: Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
Voice Two: “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 
Voice One: When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Voice One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch 
our souls. 
Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

Message “The Star Illuminates Our Lives”        Pastor Linda 
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

REFLECT 
 

Appointment with God 
 

One: Meet me here, Holy One. Find me in my wanderings 
Many: Meet me here, Sacred One. Deep within my soul. 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering Presentation—We Love Your Realm, O God (verse 1) 
 

We love your realm, O God, all places where you reign. 
We recognize, with hope and joy, the world as your domain. 

 

The Table 
 

One: Christ invites to this Table all who are ready to move beyond 
the limitations of the past, all who are eager to move into the 
“new thing” that God is doing in our midst, all who are willing to 
let go of the pain that’s gone. 
 

This Is a Day of New Beginning—sung by all 
 

This is a day of new beginnings, 
Time to remember and move on, 
Time to believe what love is bringing, 
Laying to rest the pain that’s gone… 
 

And so this is an open invitation to come and receive the bread 
that will sustain us as we embark on this new calendar year. All 
are invited to receive the sweetness of the Cup as a sign of God’s 
promise of abundant possibilities. All are invited to this meal, for 
all are forgiven their past regrets and invited into God’s grace-
filled future! 
Many: Praise to the Living, Loving God! 
One: The Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts this new day. 

Many: We lift them up to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Creator and Renewer of life. 
Time and again you seek us out, breathing again the breath of life 
into the deflated places of our lives. And so, we come to your 
table again to praise you and taste yet again what your steadfast 
love can do… 
 

sung by all 
 

In faith we’ll gather round the table 
To taste and share what love can do. 
This is a day of new beginnings; 
Our God is making all things new… 
 

One: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He healed 
the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with those considered unworthy. 
Through him, faith and hope were born again for so many… 
 

sung by all 
 

For by the life and death of Jesus, 
God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, 
Can make for us a world of difference, 
As faith and hope are born again… 
 

One: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, 
gave it to his disciples and said: “Drink from this all of you; this I 
my life blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for 
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many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, as we remember these words and acts of Jesus, we offer 
our own lives, leaving behind what we do not need, seeking new 
paths full of risen life in you. As followers of Christ, we proclaim 

and live out this holy mystery: 
Many: Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

sung by all 
 

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, 
Step from the past and leave behind 
Our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, 
Seeking new paths, and sure to find… 
 

Blessing the Meal 
 

One: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered in community and 
virtually, and on these gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. Make 
them be for us the body and life blood of Christ, so that we may 
be for the world the body of Christ, breaking ourselves open to 
your future. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in 
final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 
church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and 
forever! 
 

sung by all 
 

Chris is alive, and goes before us 
To show and share what love can do, 
This is a day of new beginnings; 
Our God is making all things new! 
 

 

Sharing the Meal 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
Giver of blessings and breath, life and love, you call your people 
from the east and the west, from the north and the south to be 
fed at a Table overflowing with grace. Thank you for Christ’s 
presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing. Thank you 
for Christ’s presence which nurture and nourishes our souls. 
Through the steadfast presence of your Spirit, keep us faithful 
to your Way. As we journey, following the Child who was born 
on the margins, the Child who embodies love, go with us to the 
streets, to our homes, to our places of labor and leisure so that 
whether we are gathered or scattered, we may be Christ’s hands 
and feet, eyes and ears, heart and body in this world which 
needs more hope, more love, more joy, more peace. Amen. 
 

PREPARE TO LISTEN IN THE WORLD 
 

CLOSING HYMN    We Three Kings 
 

We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts, we traverse afar. 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
Following yonder star. 
 

Refrain 
 

O Star of Wonder, Star of Night, 
Star with Royal Beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to Thy perfect Light. 
 

Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and sacrifice. 
Heav’n sings the Hallelujah; 
Hallelujah the earth replies 
 

Refrain 
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Benediction & Blessing 
 

One: And now as you move on into the world, hold that which is 
happening outside AND inside of your dear. Love what comes 
across your path for what it will teach you. Cherish the struggle 
that stirs in your soul for how it will guide you. And know that all 
people carry within them the Essene of the Divine—a Holy 
Wisdom—given at birth. Listen every day until we meet again. 
Get quiet enough to hear the still small voice and to find your 
own. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“We Three Kings” 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

Go Tell It on the Mountain. African-American Spiritual. Arr. 
John W. Work, II, 1907. Tune: African-American Spiritual. 
Adapt. Joyce Finch Johnson, 1992. 
 

This Is a Day of New Beginnings. Brian Wren, 1978. Tune: 
BEGINNINGS. Carlton R. Young, 1987. 
 

We Three Kings. John Henry Hopkins, Jr. Tune: Three Kings of 
Orien. John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 
 

The altar flowers are sponsored by Pastor Linda in celebration 
of her son, Kevin. 
 

Today’s live stream worship is sponsored by Lois Keck in honor 
and celebration of her grandchildren. 
 

Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gifts of music with us this 
morning. Thank you, Jim, for serving as our Lay Reader. Thank 
you, Diane for livestreaming and producing our worship. Thank 
you, beloved people of God. Continue to listen for God’s still 
speaking voice. Continue to follow the Star of Love. Continue to 
do what you are able to serve God’s people and God’s world. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet safely Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift 
during Worship. 
 

Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

