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December 12, 2021—3rd Sunday of Advent 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

170 Tuckerton Road, Reading, PA 19605 
The Inn: Housing The Holy—“How Much is Enough?”—JOY 

Lay Reader: Debbie Schantz 
Advent Lay Leaders: Snyder Family 

Baptism of Brantley Green, Son of Lyle and Susan Green 
____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 
your souls as you prepare for this time of Worship in stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
WE GATHER 

 

Gathering Music         Joyce Maurer 
 

Welcome 
One: This is the day our God has made. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: Come, let us worship. 
Many: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Threshold Moment—We Open the Door 
One: As John baptized new converts, he invited them to live with 
“changed hearts and lives.” When asked how to do that, his 
answers all point to making sure no one is cheated or left without 
the basic necessities of life, including the right to not be harassed. 
A full life of joy, which the prophet Isaiah describes as an 
overflowing spring, is the birthright of all children of God. May we 
act to make it so. 
 

Gentle music plays…Altar Candles are Lit 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle—Snyder Family 
One: Joy waits for us at Advent. 
Many: Joy waits for us to trust. 
One: Joy waits for our amazement at the grace in everything. 
Many: In this time of preparation for the work of co-creation… 
One: For the birthing of a world where wonder is restored… 
Many: Joy is born in us once more! 
One: Today we offer the Light of Joy to illumine the Door of 
Welcome. May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in 
our church. May Joy awaken us to possibilities and lead us to 
greater hospitality. There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
 

Gentle music plays as the Candles of  
HOPE, PEACE, and JOY are Lit 

 

One: Joy waits for us at Advent. 
Many: Joy waits for us to trust. 
One: Joy is born in us once more! 
Many: Amen and Amen! 
 

The Peace 
One: The Joy of Christ be with you! 
Many: And also with you! 
One: As we rise in body and in spirit for our opening hymn, I invite 
you to pass a wave, a peace sign, prayer hands or hands over your 
heart to the people around you as a way of sharing the Joy that 
comes from Jesus. Those joining us at home, we invite you to 
share the Joy of Christ in the chat section. 

 

Opening Hymn 
 

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”            #117 
 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates; behold the glorious Ruler 
 waits! 
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The Sovereign One is drawing near; the Savior of the world is 
 here. 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set 
 apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer 
 and love and joy. 
 

Redeemer come! I open wide my heart to you; here, Christ, 
 abide! 
Let me your inner presence feel; your grace and love in me 
 reveal. 
 

So come, my Sovereign, enter in! Let new and nobler life 
 begin; 
Your Holy Spirit guide us on, until the glorious crown be won. 
 

Please be seated 
 

WE PROCLAIM 
 

First Reading—Isaiah 12:2-6(CEB) 
God is indeed my salvation; 
 I will trust and won’t be afraid. 
The Lord, is my strength and my shield; 
 He has become my salvation.” 
You will draw water with joy from the springs of salvation. 
And you will say on that day: 
“Thank the Lord; call on God’s name; 
 proclaim God’s deeds among the peoples; 
 declare that God’s name is exalted. 
Sing to the Lord, who has done glorious things; 
 Proclaim this throughout the earth.” 
Shout and sing for joy, city of Zion, 
 Because the holy one of Israel is great among you. 
 

 

Musical Interlude 
 

“Coventry Song”          Joyce Maurer 
 

Second Reading—Luke 3:7-18 (CEB) 
Then John said to the crowds who came to be baptized by him, 
“You children of snakes! Who warned you to escape from the 
angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that shows 
you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think 
about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that 
God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from these stone. The 
ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that 
doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into 
the fire.” 
 

The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” He answered, 
“Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who has none, 
and whoever has food must do the same.” Even tax collectors 
came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher, what should we 
do.” He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to 
collect.” Soldiers asked, “What about us? What should we do?” 
He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be satisfied 
with your pay.” 
 

The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered 
whether John might be the Christ. John replied to them all, “I 
baptize you with water, but the one who is more powerful than 
me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. The shovel he 
uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean 
out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he 
will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” With many 
other words, John appealed to them, proclaiming good news to 
the people. 
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One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch our  
souls. 
Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

Message “What Then Should We Do?”        Pastor Linda  
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

Service of Baptism 
One: They were bringing children to Jesus that Jesus might touch 
them; and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, 
Jesus was indignant and said to them: 
Many: Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to 
such belongs the realm of God. Truly, I say to you whoever does 
not receive the realm of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
One: And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, laying 
his hands upon them. 

 

Beloved people of God, we are here to celebrate a life in Christ. A 
sacrament is an outward sign of inward grace. The sacrament of 
Baptism is both God’s gift and our response to that gift. We 
believe Baptism places each of us in the Body of Christ, and the 
sacrament is large enough, strong enough, and cleansing enough 
to last forever. God’s love for us has no beginning and no ending. 
God’s love is poured out for us like water poured into this bowl. 
 

Pouring of the Water 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
One: I ask all those gathered here this morning, do you believe in 
God? 
Many: I believe in God! 
One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
Many: I believe in Jesus Christ! 
One: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
Many: I believe in the Holy Spirit! 
 

To the Parents 
One: Look to the cross, a symbol of our faith. Jesus is not there, 
he is risen and lives among us in the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus dared to welcome everyone in radical inclusivity—
especially children! During our journey of faith, we commit 
ourselves to live as Jesus did. Will you join us on this journey? 
Parents: Yes, I will, with the help of God. 
One: As children of God, baptized into the Body of Christ, will you 
renew the commitment made for you as you continue this 
journey? 
Parents: Yes, I will, with the help of God. 
One: Again, look to the cross. Through Baptism we say, “I accept 
God’s gift of grace, and will do all in my power to extend God’s 
goodness into the world. I understand this is a lifelong journey.” 
Will you continue with us on this faith journey? 
Parents Yes, I will with the help of God 
One: Do you desire to have your child Baptized into the faith and 
family of Jesus Christ? 
Parents: I do. 
One: Will you encourage this child to renounce the powers of evil 
and to receive the freedom of new life in Christ? 
Parents: I will, with the help of God. 
One: Will you teach this child that he may be led to profess Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, as Head of the Church? 
Parents: I will, with the help of God. 
One: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciples, 
to follow in the way of our Good Shepherd, to resist oppression 
and evil, to show love and justice, to bear witness to the work and 
word of Jesus Christ as best you are able? 
Parents: I do, with the help of God. 
One: Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow 
with this child in the Christian faith, to help him to be a faithful 
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member of the church of Jesus Christ, by celebrating Christ’s 
presence, by furthering Christ’s mission in all the world, and by 
offering the nurture of the Christian church so that he may affirm 
his Baptism? 
Parents: I do, with the help of God. 
 

To All Those Gathered 
One: Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise 
your love, support, and care to this precious child about to be 
Baptized, as he lives and grows in Christ? 
Many: I promise my love, support, and care. 
 

Prayer of Baptism 
One: Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Let us pray: We thank you God, for the gift of creation called 
forth by your saving Word. Before the world had shape and form, 
your Spirit moved over the waters. Out of the waters of the deep, 
you formed the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain 
all life. 
 

In the time of Noah, you washed the earth with the waters of the 
flood, and your ark of salvation bore a new beginning with the 
covenant of a rainbow. 
 

In the time of Moses, your people of Israel passed through the 
Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing 
Jordan to enter the promised land. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus Christ, who was nurtured in 
the water of Mary’s womb. 
 

Jesus was Baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan, became 
living water to the woman at the Samaritan well, washed the feet 
of his disciples, and sent them forth to Baptize all the nations by 
water and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Blessing of the Water 
One: Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. By your 
Spirit offer grace and love to those who confess the name of Jesus 
Christ that sin and brokenness may have no power over them. 
Create new life in the one Baptized this day that he may rise in 
Christ. May you remind him over and over that he, too, is your 
beloved son, that he has value and worth, that you have planted 
wondrous gifts within his soul. Glory to you, eternal God, the One 
who was, and is, and shall always be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Baptism of Brantley Lyle Green 
 

Prayer for the Baptized 
One: Let us join together in the spirit or prayer: 
Many: We give thanks, O Holy One, for this your child, and for 
your grace present here with us this day in water and through 
your Spirit. May we all be filled with joy as we promise to 
receive, nurture, and befriend Brantley Lyle, a new member of 
the Body of Christ, Baptized this day. May he receive strength 
and courage for life’s journey, peace in the time of struggles, the 
joy of faith, the freedom of love, and the hope of new life 
through Jesus Christ, who makes us all one. Amen. 
 

Presentation of Certificate & Gifts 
Council Vice President, Natalie Rohrbach 

 

Rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

“Jesus Loves Me”      #327 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so, 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
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Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 
 

Refrain 
 

Jesus loves me! Still today, walking with me on my way. 
Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. 
 

Refrain 
 

Please be seated 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Many: Make of my heart a stable, a house for the holy, a warm 
and sturdy place for joy to live and grow. 
One: In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to honesty 
before God about what we’ve done and what we’ve left undone 
that created less joy in this hurting world. Let us breathe out this 
regret….and breathe in the life-giving, for-giving Spirit of 
God….and out again with the Joy of Christ. 
Many: Make of my life a stable, a house for the holy, a warm 
and sturdy place for joy to live and grow. 
One: In this moment we open the doors of our lives to the call of 
the Spirit, inviting us to become more than we can ask or imagine. 
Let us breathe out our fear and despair…and breathe in the 
courage and the strength of the Spirit of God…and out again with 
the Joy of Christ. 
Many: Make of our church a stable, a house for the holy, a warm 
and sturdy place for joy to live and grow. 
One: In this moment we open the doors of this church, filling it 
with the compassion of Christ for all those who are struggling. We 
remember and pray for… 
 

Those who hunger, those who thirst, those who long for food and 
water to sustain their bodies and their spirits. 

Pause 
Those who have been pushed to the margins, told they are not 
lovable, told they don’t matter, told they have no value or worth. 
Pause 
Children who don’t have a safe space to live and grow, don’t have 
a chance to thrive, don’t have enough food, don’t feel surrounded 
by love. 
Pause 
Those grieving the loss of those they love, those they miss, those 
who helped shape and mold their lives, those who are part of the 
Great Cloud of Witnesses. 
Pause 
May the Advent of Compassion be born in us, reside within us, 
move outward from us to meet the needs of the world, making a 
house for the Holy that is each and every child of God. We pray 
this in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Story of Innkeeping: Offering 
One: Many imaginative tales have been spun about “The Inn” and 
the people who may have been involved in the story. As we’ve 
already said, we know very little about the circumstances from 
the Bible. Another theory is that it wasn’t an inn at all but the 
downstairs of a house where the family animals were kept, under 
the top floor where the family lived. This scenario suggests that 
each and every home can be a birthing place for more goodness 
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in this world. It suggests that this House of God, this church, might 
contain a surprising nook or cranny that could house a holy 
endeavor for bringing more joy into someone’s life. 
 

Time of Sharing – Spreading More Joy 
 

Rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Offertory Response—“In the Bleak Midwinter (verse 3)   #128 
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the midnight air; 
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
Worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

 

You may be seated 
 

Closing Carol 
One: Today’s closing carol, “What Child is This,” invites “peasants 
and kings” to claim Christ as their own. Chatterton Dix was not a 
clergy person like most of the hymn writers of the 19th century. 
He was a businessman in England. He asks the question, “Why lies 
he in such mean estates,” referring to the stable, and in the 
original second verse, answers by connecting the humble, 
wooden birth manger to the wood of the cross “borne” at his 
death: 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; 
The cross be borne for me, for you 
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 

True joy acknowledges the suffering of the world, and invites all 
people regardless of status to claim Christ’s grace and joy as salve 

for the soul. May we offer warm laps and soft lullabies to soothe 
a hurting world. 
 

“What Child is This?”              #148 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds 
 watch are keeping? 
This, this, the angels sing, is Christ, God’s holy offering; 
Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary. 
 

Why lies the Child in manger bare where ox and ass are 
 feeding? 
Give heed, draw near, for sinners here the silent Word is 
 pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for 
 me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the child of Mary! 
 

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come join in jubilation; 
The Holy Child, though meek and mild, has come to God’s 
 salvation. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the mother sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
 

One: May God’s Door of Welcome swing open in your heart and 
in your life. May Christ’s humble first dwelling remind you of the 
plenty you already know. And may the Spirit lead you into more 
possibility and hospitality than you can imagine, making room in 
the Inn for all. May it be so for you. May it be so for us. May it be 
so for this church. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“What Child Is This?” 
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One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

Lift Up Your Head, O Mighty Gate. Georg Weissel, 1641. Transl. 
Catherine Winkworth, 1865. Tune: TRURO. Thomas Williams’ 
Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789. 
 

Jesus Loves Me. St. 1 Anna B. Warner, 1860. St. 2-3, David 
Rutherford McGuire, 1971. Tune: JESUS LOVES ME. William B. 
Bradbury, 1862. 
 

In the Bleak Midwinter. Christina G. Rossetti, 1872. Tune: 
CRANHAM. Gustav Holst, 1906. 
 

What Child Is This? William C. Dix, 1865. Tune: GREENSLEEVES. 
English traditional melody, 16th century 
 

Today’s altar flowers today are sponsored by Marlene Wilke 
and family in loving memory of Bob Wilke (12/10/17). 
 

Today’s live stream worship is sponsored by Pat Cox in loving 
memory of her parents. 
 

Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music with us this 
morning. Thank you, Debbie, for serving as our Lay Reader. 
Thank Snyder Family for serving as our Advent Lay Leaders. 
Thank you, Diane, for livestreaming and producing our worship. 
Thank you Green family for the privilege of baptizing your 
beloved son, Brantley. Thank you, beloved siblings in Christ, for 
the many ways you bring JOY into the world. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet safely Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift 
during Worship.  
Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

