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December 19, 2021—4th Sunday of Advent 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

170 Tuckerton Road, Reading, PA 19605 
The Inn: Housing The Holy—“A Room with a View?” LOVE 

Lay Reader: Carolann Seifrit 
Advent Lay Leaders: Altamirano Family 

____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 
your souls as you prepare for this time of Worship in stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
WE GATHER 

 

Gathering Music         Joyce Maurer 
 

Welcome 
One: This is the day our God has made. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: Come, let us worship. 
Many: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Threshold Moment—We Open the Door 
One: This has been an Advent season of prophets: Jeremiah, 
Baruch, Isaiah, Micah. And now the prophet is Mary—the woman 
who was the original house for the holy. She was “the inn,” her 
womb gestating love for the world. With all her heart she 
proclaims that the lowly are lifted, the hungry are fed, mercy 
reigns. Like Mary, we must envision, must see, must prophesy 
and act on that  vision for the world that God continues to call us 
to co-create. What is the view from the room that God has 
prepared? 
 

Gentle music plays…Altar Candles are Lit 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle—Altamirano Family 
One: Love waits for us at Advent. 
Many: Love waits for us to care. 
One: Love waits for our compassion freely offered, freely shared.  
Many: In this time of preparation for the work of co-creation… 
One: For the birthing of a world where faith shapes all we do… 
Many: Love is born in us anew! 
One: Today we offer the Light of Love to illumine the Door of 
Welcome. May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in 
our church. May Love awaken us to possibilities and lead us to 
greater hospitality. There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 
 

Gentle music plays as the Candles of  
HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE are Lit 

 

One: Love waits for us at Advent. 
Many: Love waits for us to care. 
One: Love is born in us anew! 
Many: Amen and Amen! 
 

The Peace 
One: The Love of Christ be with you! 
Many: And also with you! 
One: As we rise in body and in spirit for our opening hymn, I invite 
you to pass a wave, a peace sign, prayer hands or hands over your 
heart to the people around you as a way of sharing the Love that 
comes from Jesus. Those joining us at home, we invite you to 
share the Love of Christ in the chat section. 

 

Opening Hymn 
 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   #116 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. 



Page 2 of 6 
 

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God 
 appears. 
 

Refrain 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and 
 nigh; 
To us the path of knowledge show, and help us in that way to 
 go. 
 

Refrain 
 

O come, O come, O Adonai, who came to all on Sinai high, 
And from its peak a single law proclaimed in majesty and awe 
 

Refrain 
 

O come, O shoot of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny, 
From depths of hell your people save, and give them victory 
 o’er the grave. 
 

Refrain 
 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide your heavenly 
 home; 
Make safe the path to endless day, to hell’s destruction close 
 the way. 
 

Refrain 
 

WE PROCLAIM 
 

First Reading—Micah 5:2-5a (CEB) 
As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 though you are the least significant of Judah’s forces, 

one who is to be ruler in Israel on my behalf will come out 
from you. His origin is from remote times, from ancient 
days. 

Therefore, he will give them up 
 Until the time when she who is in labor gives birth. The rest 
 of his kin will return to the people of Israel. 
He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
 In the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. They will 
 dwell secure, because he will surely become great 
 throughout the earth; he will become one of peace. 
 

Musical Interlude 
 

            Joyce Maurer 
 

Second Reading—Luke 1:46-55 (CEB) 
Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. She 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. With a loud voice she 
blurted out, “God has blessed you above all women, and he has 
blessed the child you carry. Why do I have this honor, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as I heard your 
greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. Happy is she who 
believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her.” 
 

Mary said, 
“With all my heart, I glorify the Lord! 
 In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 
He has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
 Look! From now ow, everyone will consider me highly 
 favored because the mighty one has done great things for 
 me. 
Holy is his name. 
 He shows mercy to everyone, from one generation to the 
 next, who honors him as God. 
He has shown strength with his arm. 
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 He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud 
 inclinations. He has pulled the powerful down from their 
 thrones and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with god things 
 And sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
 Remembering his mercy, just as he promised to our 
 ancestors, to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants 
 forever.” 
 

One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch our  
souls. 
Many: Thanks be to God! 
 

Message  “How Are We Loving? Who Are We Loving?” 
                          Pastor Linda  
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Many: Make of my heart a stable, a house for the holy, a warm 
and sturdy place for love to live and grow. 
One: In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to honesty 
before God about what we’ve done and what we’ve left undone 
that created less love in a hurting, broken world. Let us breathe 
out this regret….and breathe in the life-giving, for-giving Spirit of 
God….and out again with the Love of Christ. 
Many: Make of my life a stable, a house for the holy, a warm 
and sturdy place for love to live and grow. 
One: In this moment we open the doors of our lives to the call of 
the Spirit, inviting us to become more than we can ask or imagine. 
Let us breathe out our fear and confusion…and breathe in the 

courage and the strength of the Spirit of God…and out again with 
the Love of Christ. 
Many: Make of our church a stable, a house for the holy, a warm 
and sturdy place for love to live and grow. 
One: In this moment we open the doors of this church, filling it 
with the compassion of Christ for all those who are struggling. We 
remember and pray for… 
 

Those who are not feeling joyful in this season, those are are 
weeping and mourning and grieving, those whose struggles and 
sorrows are overwhelming. 

Pause 
Those who hunger for sustenance, for love, for companionship, 
for the gifts of hope and peace, joy and love. 

Pause 
Those who have no money for trees and decorations, for gifts and 
a bountiful feast, those who feel empty and uncertain, lost and 
lonely. 

Pause 
Those who are one illness, one unexpected expense, one tragedy, 
one step away from losing all they have. 

Pause 
One: May the Advent of Compassion be born in us, reside within 
us, move outward from us to meet the needs of the world, 
making a house for the Holy that is each and every child of God. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray saying: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
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us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Story of Innkeeping: Offering 
One: Imagine living in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth. A 
little town with a big expectation! As we heard, the prophet 
Micah, hundreds of years earlier, had predicted that a baby would 
be born in this “least significant” place, one that would “surely 
become great.” This was part of the sacred texts of the people 
and surely something that everyone, including the Innkeeper, in 
Bethlehem knew about. But did they believe it? Did they believe 
that something great, a peaceful ruler, would come from their 
town? Perhaps not enough to realize the possibilities of a 
pregnant woman on their doorstep that night. Do we believe that 
we are capable of birthing something life-changing for the people 
in our community? As the Body of Christ, could we live with more 
expectation of what is possible? Could we look more closely at 
what is right in front of us? Could we share more; love more? 
 

Sharing: Tiny Houses 
 

Rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Offertory Response—“In the Bleak Midwinter (verse 4)   #128 
 

What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
But what can I offer: all my heart. 

 

You may be seated 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Nicene Creed (responsively) 
 

One: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
Many: We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father. God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. 
One: For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became 
truly human. 
Many: For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
One: He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
Many: And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
One: We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
Many: We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life in 
the world to come. Amen. 

 

Closing Carol 
One: Today’s closing carol is “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” an 18th 
century hymn by John Francis Wade. This carol invites us to come 
“joyful and triumphant.” It moves between exhortation and 
doctrine from the Nicene Creed in the second verse. But each 
verse moves from boisterous to almost a hushed tone at the 
beginning of the refrain as we tiptoe into the stable with “O come, 
let us adore him.” A little-known verse focuses on love and places 
us in the manger with Jesus: 
 

Child, for us sinners 
Poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love: 
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Who would not love thee, 
Loving us so dearly? 
O come, let us adore him… 
 

Each one of us has known the need to love and be loved, to 
forgive and be forgiven, to embrace and be embraced. May we 
approach each person we meet with the adoration of Jesus 
Christ, tender and merciful, loving and kind, and make this a 
house of adoration for all. 
 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful?”    #135 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
 

Refrain 
 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him. 
O come, let us adore Him, Chris the Lord! 
 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
 

Refrain 
 

Yes, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning. 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
 

Refrain 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
 

One: May God’s Door of Welcome swing open in your heart and 
in your life. May Christ’s humble first dwelling remind you of the 
plenty you already know. And may the Spirit lead you into more 
possibility and hospitality than you can imagine, making room in 

the Inn for all. May it be so for you. May it be so for us. May it be 
so for this church. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Palteriolum Cantionum 
Catholicarum, 1710. Based on ancient antiphons form Advent 
Vespers. Transl. John Mason Neale, 1851, and others; St. 2, 
transl. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916. Tune: VENI EMMANUEL L.M. 
with refrain. Melody from a 15th-century French “Processional.” 
Arr. Thomas Helmore, 1854. 
 

In the Bleak Midwinter. Christina G. Rossetti, 1872. Tune: 
CRANHAM. Gustav Holst, 1906. 
 

O Come All Ye Faithful. Latin, 18th century; attrib. to John 
Francis Wade. Transl. Frederick Oakley, 1841, and others. Tune: 
ADESTE FIDELES. English melody, 18th century. John F. Wade’s 
Cantus Diversi, c. 1743. Harm. Collections of Motets or 
Antiphons, 1792. 

 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
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Today’s altar flowers today are sponsored by Lois Keck in 
honor of her grandchildren. 
 

Today’s live stream worship is sponsored by Linda Smith in 
loving memory of family and loved ones. 
 

Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music with us this 
morning. Thank you, Carolann, for serving as our Lay Reader. 
Thank Bill and Keegan for serving as our Advent Lay Leaders. 
Thank you, Diane for livestreaming and producing our worship. 
Thank you, beloved siblings in Christ, for the many ways you 
bring LOVE into the world. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet safely Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift 
during Worship.  
Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
 

mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

