
Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
170 Tuckerton Road, Reading, PA 19605 

Pastor Linda Kozlowski 
Service of Reflection and Remembrance 

December 15, 2021 7:00 pm 
__________________________________________________ 
Gathering Music     Joyce Maurer 
 

Greeting 
 

One: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
Many: The light shines in the deepest night, in the deepest 
shadows. The night and the shadows cannot overcome the 
light. 
One: Stay with us now, Holy One, for it is evening… 
Many: And the day is almost over. 
One: Let your light disperse the shadows. 
Many: And shine within us here. 
 

Prayer of Gathering 
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 1) 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie! 
Above your deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in your dark streets shines forth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in you tonight. 
 

Psalter Reading—Psalm 91 (NRSV) 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
Will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God in 
 whom I trust. 
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from 
 the deadly pestilence; 

He will cover you with his pinions,  and under his wings you 
 will find refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
 You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow 
 that flies by day, or the pestilence that stalks in 
 darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
A thousand may fall at your side, 
 Ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come 
 near you. 
You will only look with your eyes 
 and see the punishment of the wicked. 
Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
 the Most High your dwelling place, 
No evil shall befall you, 
 no scourge come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample under 
 foot. 
Those who love me, I will deliver; 
 I will protect those who know my name. 
When they call to me, I will answer them; 
 I will be with them in trouble, 
 I will rescue them and honor them. 
With long life I will satisfy them, 
 and show them my salvation. 
 

Altar Candles are Lit 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 2) 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
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While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of 
 wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing, and voices ring with peace to all the earth. 
 

Gospel Reading—John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 3) 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the glorious love of heaven. 
No one discerns God’s coming, but in this world of sin, 
Where yearning souls long to be whole, the dear Christ enters 
 in. 
 

Litany of Losses (responsively) 
 

One: This evening we gather, mindful of the losses that have 
multiplied throughout the year. As we look back at it all at 
once, we are in danger of being overwhelmed by its 
tragedies—sickness, violence, fire, hurricanes, earthquakes, 
and more. Our aim tonight is to acknowledge this, to mourn 
this, and to know that in all of this, there is the possibility of 
more light. If we are overwhelmed, let it be that we are 
overwhelmed with the assurance that we are not alone. 
Many: We are not alone. God—Creator, Christ, and Spirit—
continues to journey with us, to hold us, to surround us, to 
love us. 

One: We are able to do this because we approach the longest 
night which is the birth canal for ever-more light as the days 
begin to lengthen and we wait for the springtime of new life. 
Some of our earlier evidence is that our ancient ancestors saw 
the longest night and the dawn of tomorrow as the 
appropriate time to honor their lost loved ones. It was this 
moment that symbolized most powerfully that the path to 
everlasting life is filled with the light of a new and growing 
dawn. 
Many: We are not alone. Our Creator God showers us with 
steadfast and enduring love. Jesus, our Savior, fills us with the 
deep peace which passes all understanding. The Spirit of God 
gently offers comfort, compassion, and care. We breathe and 
rest in the presence of our God. 
One: Psalm 36:9 offers, “Within you is the spring of life; in your 
light, we see light.” As we rest in this space, as we light candles, 
as we lift prayers, as we reflect and remember, we are 
reminded that God’s light remains. When we feel as if our light 
has dimmed, we can rely on the Holy Light to continue to shine 
until we ourselves shine brightly once more. 
Many: We are not alone. Even in the shadows, God’s glory 
shines and illuminates our hearts, our lives, our world. Amen. 
 

Time of remembrance and reflection as gentle music plays 
 

Loss of Life 
 

One: We mourn this night the loss of life 
 

First Candle is Lit 
 

One: For so many, the pandemic has taken loved ones. We 
mourn the loss of those close to us and those whose names we 
do not know. We mourn those who perished while working to 
save other lives. We mourn those who died, not of pandemic, 
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but of other causes. And we mourn the loss, in many cases, of 
our ability to be with them as they passed, our loss of gathering 
together for comfort in the ways we needed so much 
 

Beloved of God, I invite you to repeat after me… 
 

One: We mourn this loss of life. 
Many: We mourn this loss of life. 
One: We honor and remember these beloveds. 
Many: We honor and remember these beloveds. 
One: We pray for comfort and peace. 
Many: We pray for comfort and peace. 
One. Amen. 
Many Amen. 
 

Time of remembrance and reflection as gentle music plays 
 

Loss of Livelihood 
 

One: We mourn this night the loss of livelihood. 
 

The Second Candle is Lit 
 

One: For so many, the pandemic has taken the security of food, 
shelter, care for families, and medical care. We mourn the loss 
of businesses that could not withstand the circumstances we 
lived and continue to live through. Those were not just 
businesses, but dreams born of passion and hard work. We 
mourn those who find themselves needing to rely on others 
for help when what they really want to do is to be able to help 
themselves and others. 
 

I invite you to repeat after me… 
 

One: We mourn this loss of livelihood. 
Many: We mourn this loss of livelihood. 
One: We honor and remember the dreams now deferred. 
Many: We honor and remember the dreams now deferred. 

One: We pray for sustenance and resilience. 
Many: We pray for sustenance and resilience. 
One: Amen. 
Many: Amen. 
 

Time of remembrance and reflection as gentle music plays 
 

Loss of Love 
 

One: We mourn this night the loss of love. 
 

Third Candle is Lit 
 

One: Our society’s dilemma, centuries in the making, has 
created such hatred, suffering, oppression, and ill-will. We 
mourn the loss of those whose lives were lost to brutality and 
violence. We mourn the loss of our ability to love one another 
despite our differences, as beings who deserve to be seen for 
their inherent beauty and worth. We mourn that black and 
brown peoples have perished and suffered at the greatest 
proportion in the pandemic of coronavirus. We mourn the 
pandemic of racism that still plagues the fabric of our 
communities. 
 

I invite you to repeat after me… 
 

One: We mourn the loss of love 
Many: We mourn the loss of love. 
One: We honor and remember the work of prophets who 
proclaim justice. 
Many: We honor and remember the work of prophets who 
proclaim justice. 
One: We pray for compassion and change. 
Many: We pray for compassion and change. 
One: Amen. 
Many: Amen. 
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Time of remembrance and reflection as gentle music plays 
 

Loss of Liveliness 
 

One: We mourn this night the loss of liveliness 
 

Fourth Candle is Lit 
 

One: For so many, this year has robbed us of our energy, our 
enthusiasm, and our sense of well-being. We mourn teachers 
and leaders and caregivers and workers who are struggling to 
help those in their care, themselves exhausted and needing 
the sustenance they give to others. We mourn the loss of all 
who are suffering with anxiety and depression, who are finding 
it difficult to live each day with fullness or to find hope for 
tomorrow. We mourn those we have lost to suicide. We mourn 
those who find themselves addicted to substances in order to 
ease the pain that feels unbearable. We mourn those who are 
experiencing their place of shelter as an abusive place from 
which they struggle to escape. 
 

I invite you to repeat after me… 
 

One: We mourn this loss of liveliness. 
Many: We mourn this loss of liveliness. 
One: We honor and remember that each person is precious 
and whole. 
Many: We honor and remember that each person is 
precious and whole. 
One: We pray for recovery and renewed vigor. 
Many: We pray for recovery and renewed vigor. 
One: Amen. 
Many: Amen. 
 

Time of remembrance and reflection as gentle music plays 
 

 

More Light 
 

One: And now we light a fifth candle. Just as we will do next 
week on Christmas Eve, we light this as a sign of our belief… 
 

We believe in the Light that has come and is coming 
 

Fifth Candle is Lit 
 

One: This light casts its glow on all the surrounding prayers we 
have prayed. This light resides within us, perhaps dim for a 
time, but always lit—an ember of the Holy inside us. This light 
reminds us that we are not alone. 
 

Time of remembrance and reflection as gentle music plays 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgiver our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 4) 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

Placing of Carnations and Lighting of Candles 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Blessing 
 

Postlude 
 



Time of Prayer and Anointing—you are invited to linger in the 
Sanctuary as you reflect and remember. Pastor Linda will 
remain to offer anointing with frankincense and personal 
prayer. 
 

Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music. Thank you, 
Diane, for creatively producing this evening’s service. 
Beloved people of God, may your hearts and souls be filled 
with comfort, compassion, and care in this season and 
beyond. 
 

Peace, love, and blessings, Pastor Linda  
Cell 484-529-2241 / e-mail pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
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