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October 10, 2021—20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 
Beguiled By Beauty: Cultivating a Life of Contemplation & 

Compassion – “We Are Made for the Beloved” 
Sharing By Safe Berks 

Lay Reader: Carolann Seifrit 
____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 
your souls as you prepare for this time of Worship in stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
WE GATHER 

Gathering Music         Joyce Maurer 
 

Welcome 
One: This is the day our God has made. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: Come, let us worship 
Many: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Threshold Moment 
One: “Suffering is part of being human, but what makes suffering 
so soul-destroying is our forgetfulness that God is with us.” 
(Wendy Farley) Are you ready to remember the warmth of Divine 
presence? 
 

Divine Goodness, prepare our spirits to see and be beguiled by 
the beauty of life. Amen. 
 

Please rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Gentle music plays…Altar Candles are Lit 
 

One: A Christian mystic of the 14th century, Julian of Norwich, 
lived during one of the worst centuries of human history, 
including the black death pandemic that wiped out millions of 
people, famines, floods, war, and corruption. In her writing, she 
addresses what she believed to be at the root of suffering—the 
misplaced idea of God’s rejection. Without a core belief in beauty 
and sacred worth, we engage in self-and-other-destroying 
behaviors, inducing further suffering. Contemplative practices 
invite us into union with the Divine One, healing the wounds of 
forgetfulness; healing the wounds of life. 
 

“For The Beauty of the Earth” (verse 2) 
 

For the wonder of each hour, of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of 
 light. 
God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Silent Centering 
One: You are invited into a moment of quiet rest, a time of 
slowing the pace of your body and mind so the spirit can settle 
within you and around you. 
 

Prayer of Opening 
One: Beloveds, let us join our hearts, our souls, our voices 
together in the spirit of prayer… 
Many: Divine Goodness, Holy One, pause us for this moment. 
Bear us up in this time and space. Hold us for eternity. We open 
to your warming presence. We remember we came from you. 
We affirm all beings are your beloveds. 
 

Time to pause in stillness followed by singing bell 
 

One: And all the people say: 
Many: AMEN! 
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Hymn of Beauty 
“For the Healing of the Nations”             #576 
 

For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord; 
For a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords; 
To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world 
 release, 
That, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in 
 peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope 
 increase. 
 

You, Creator God, have written your great name on 
 humankind; 
For our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind; 
That by our response and service earth its destiny may find. 
 

WE PROCLAIM 
 

Lectio Divina 
One: Last week we began our series and were introduced to 
“lectio divina,” an ancient practice of savoring our sacred texts 
with greater intention. To savor is to “save the taste” in our 
memory—to take something in and allow it to linger. Today we 
create pauses in our short scripture reading in order to meditate 
on the flavor of the Psalmist’s poetry so it becomes a mantra that 
can visit us in our memories when we need to heal the wounds 
of forgetfulness. 
 

Scripture—Psalm 16:7-11 (Inclusive Bible) 
 

I praise YHWH, who guides me; even at night my heart teaches 
 me. 

Pause 
 

I’m always aware of your presence; you are right by my side, 
 and nothing can shake me. 
 

Pause 
 

My heart is happy and my tongue sings for joy; I feel completely 
 safe with you, because you won’t abandon me to the 
 Grave; you won’t let your loved one see decay. 
 

Pause 
 

You show me the path to Life; 
 

Pause 
 

Your presence fills me with joy. Beautiful things are always in 
 your right hand. 
 

Pause 
 

Voice One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch 
our souls. 
Many: Thank be to God! 
 
 

Message “SafeBerks”            Stacey Jordan & Delio Santana 
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

Musical Interlude  “Simple Gifts” Joyce Maurer 
 

WE RESPOND 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
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us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Call for Offering 
One: Beloved of God, we move through life together. With 
outstretched arms and many helping hands, we receive each 
other’s joys and concerns, we share each other’s delights and 
struggles. We move through life with the help of God’s Spirit, with 
the help of each other, with the help of grace. We remember that 
God is with us, that God invites us to be with and for others, that 
we are Jesus’ hands and feet, eyes and ears, heart2086 and body 
in the world. May we share our time, our talents, our treasures 
so our ministries and mission can continue to grow and flourish. 
May we share our lives with God, with God’s people, with God’s 
world. May we be the hopeful, healing presence the world longs 
for. 
 

Offertory (#785) 
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is your alone, we give it gratefully. 
Amen 
 

Passing Peace 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 

One: Friends, please share the peace of Christ with each other 
through waves and peace signs, through prayer hands or hands 
over your heart. Those joining us virtually, please share the peace 
of Christ in the chat section. Though we may be scattered, we are 
gathered and drawn in by the peace and love of Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

One: With each week’s message, we will find a way to integrate 
contemplative practices into our daily lives as a way of opening 
to the Divine in deeper ways, training our spirits for compassion 
in all things. This week’s ritual action is a time of feeling warmed 
by God’s love. 
 

I invite you to set a reminder to spend some time “warmed” by 
sitting or walking in the sun, by sitting or lying while wrapped and 
cradled in a soft blanket. As you do so, allow your mind to slow, 
allow your heart to open, allow your eyes to drink in your 
surroundings. You may want to put a note nearby saying: “Your 
very essence is warmed by the presence of divine love. Be 
reminded to offer that warmth to others…for the beauty of the 
earth.” 
 

WE GO FORTH 
 

Closing Hymn “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
 

Refrain 
 

Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
Show us how to serve 
The neighbors we have from you. 
 

Knelt at the feet of his friends, 
Silently washing their feet, 
Jesu you acted as servant to them. 
 

Refrain 
 

Neighbors are rich and poor, 
Varied in color and race, 
Neighbors are near and far away. 
 

Refrain 
 

These are the ones we should serve, 
These are the ones we should love 
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All these are neighbors to us and you. 
 

Refrain 
 

Kneel at the feet of our friends 
Silently washing their feet 
This is the way we should live with you. 
 

Refrain 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
One: The world is so varied and so beautiful, so diverse and so 
wonder-filled. Seek wisdom and warmth wherever it is to be 
found. And may the goodness of the Creator, the companionship 
of the Christ, and the insight of the Spirit infuse your life now and 
always. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

Today’s altar flowers today are sponsored by Richard & Billie 
Jean Deeds to the Glory of God. 
 

For the Beaty of the Earth. Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1864. Tune: DIX. 
Conrad Kocher, 1838. Adopt. William H. Monk, 1861. 
 

For the Healing of the Nations. Fred Kaan, 1965. Tune: 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY. Henry Purcell, c. 1680, Arr. Ernest 
Hawkins, 1842 
 

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love. Tom Colvin, 1969, rev. 1994. 
Tune: CHEREPONI. Ghanaian folk song; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1969. 
Arr. Jane Marshall, 1982. 
 

Safe Berks provides support services to ALL victims and survivors 
of domestic violence and sexual assault. Our services are 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year in both 
English and Spanish or any other language needed. Our support 
services include hotline/crisis services, emergency housing, legal 
advocacy, counseling services, and medical advocacy. 
Additionally, our education and outreach programs raise 
awareness and help prevent domestic violence, sexual assault, 
and all forms of oppression within our community. Should you or 
someone you know need help, please call us at 844-789-7233 or 
text SAFE BERKS 20121. 
 

Delio Santana, Manager of the Education and Outreach 
Department…I have worked at Safe Berks since 2019. I started as 
a Bilingual Community Educator whose main role is to plan and 
deliver primary prevention programing as well as creating 
awareness presentations and attending community outreach 
events. Now, as the Manager of the Education and Outreach 
Programs, I coordinate the work of the community educators and 
oversee the planning and execution of trainings and community 
outreach activities. 
 

Stacey Jordan, Managing Director of Community Engagement…I 
have worked at Safe Berks since 2017. I have assisted in many 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
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different departments within the agency in my almost 5 years of 
employment including working as an advocate in our residential 
program, campus advocate on the local college campuses, 
interim director of our medical advocacy partnership program, 
and interim children’s alliance center coordinator. I have 
responded to crisis calls from the local hospital, assisted clients 
with filing emergency petitions for protection orders, and have 
and currently do provide empowerment counseling to individuals 
incarcerated at Berks County Prison. I moved into my new role as 
the Managing Director of Community Engagement in July 2021 
and currently oversee the following four departments: Education 
and Outreach Department, Development Department, Medical 
Advocacy Partnership Program, and the Campus Advocate within 
our Community Engagement Department.   
 

Thank you, Stacey and Delio for sharing a message from 
SafeBerks and for all you do to care for your neighbors as they 
move from spaces of violence and trauma to spaces of healing 
and hope. Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music with 
us this morning. Thank you, Carolann, for serving as our Lay 
Reader. Thank you, Diane, for livestreaming and producing our 
worship. Thank you, beloved siblings in Christ, for showing up, 
for receiving the Spirit’s message, for serving as you are able, for 
living out of God’s deep well of love. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet while wearing masks and practicing social distancing. 
Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift during Worship.  
Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
 

mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

