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October 24, 2021—22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

170 Tuckerton Road, Reading, PA 19605 
Beguiled By Beauty: Cultivating a Life of Contemplation & 

Compassion–“Abyss, Mystery, and Wonder” 
Lay Reader: Natalie Rohrbach 

____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 
your souls as you prepare for this time of Worship in stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
WE GATHER 

 

Gathering Music         Joyce Maurer 
 

Welcome 
One: This is the day our God has made. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: Come, let us worship 
Many: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Threshold Moment 
One: “The contemplative life is a sweetness of longing and of 
tasting in which one ceases to praise and becomes pure praise, 
an unending chant to the divine goodness.” – Wendy Farley 
 

Are you ready . . . to be lost in wonder and praise? 
 

Divine Goodness, prepare my spirit to see and be beguiled by the 
beauty of life. Amen. 
 

Please rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Gentle music plays…Altar Candles are Lit 
 

One: The spiritual part of ourselves is a “divine abyss.” It is a 
dimension that is not touched by words, thoughts, ideas, and 
feelings. Our bodies were made for perceiving the beauty of the 
world—a flower, a kiss, a stunning and vibrant green hillside, a 
newborn baby. And yet all the art in the world cannot capture 
exactly what it feels like to experience the Divine nature of these 
things. The path of unknowing is to both savor what the senses 
can take in but also wonder at the mystery of the unfathomable 
depths of even a single atom. 
 

“For The Beauty of the Earth” (verse 4) 
For the good that love inspires, for a world where none exclude, 
For a faith that never tires, and for every heart renewed. 
God of all, to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Silent Centering 
One: You are invited into a moment of quiet rest, a time of 
slowing the pace of your body and mind so the spirit can settle 
within you and around you. 
 

Prayer of Opening 
One: Beloveds, let us join our hearts, our souls, our voices 
together in the spirit of prayer… 
Many: Divine Goodness, Holy One, pause us for this moment. 
Bear us up in this time and space. Hold us for eternity. We revel 
in your wondrous works. We grasp for adequate ways to sing 
our praise. We seek to be lost in your beauty. 
 

Time to pause in stillness followed by singing bell 
 

One: And all the people say: 
Many: AMEN! 

 

Hymn of Beauty 
“Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling”   #43 
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Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, on earth be 
 found. 
Fix in us a humble dwelling, all your faithful mercies crown; 
Jesus you are all compassion: pure, unbounded love impart. 
Visit us with your salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
 

Breathe, O breathe your loving spirit into every troubled 
 breast; 
Let us all in you inherit, let us find your promised rest. 
Take away our love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Finish, then your new creation; pure and spotless may we 
 prove; 
Let us see your great salvation perfectly restored in you. 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
Crowned as saints, we ever shall be lost in wonder, love and 
 praise. 
 

WE PROCLAIM 
 

Lectio Divina 
One: Names were important in the Ancient Near East. Names 
described the person to whom they were assigned and could be 
changed when an important occurrence shifted the story and the 
essence of a person. The psalmist often gives glory to “the name 
of God.” And yet to name God is difficult for there is no one word 
that can describe the fullness of the Holy. In today’s Lectio Divina 
passage, the psalmist describes the attributes of God for which 
praise is given: justice and compassion. This is unlike any other 
unfeeling, life-denying idol that claims to be a “god.” This is a Holy 
Spirit that moves and breathes—not only in setting the beauty of 
creation in motion, but even now. It is an indescribable presence 
that warrants the simple description “Beautiful Name.” 
 

Scripture—Psalm 135:1-3; 13-21 (Inclusive Bible) 
Alleluia! Praise the Name of YHWH—sing praise, you who 
 serve the Most High, who stand in the house of YHWH, in 
 the courts of God’s house! 
 

Alleluia! God is good! Sing praises to God’s name because it is 
 beautiful! 
 

YHWH, your Name stands forever; your fame is told from one 
 generation to the next. For you do justice for your 
 people; and you have compassion for your faithful. 
 

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the world of human 
 hands. They have mouths but they can’t speak; they have 
 eyes but they can’t see. They have ears but can’t hear; 
 there is never a breath on their lips. Their makers will 
 come to be like them, and so will all who trust in them! 
 

House of Israel, bless YHWH! Priests of the temples, bless 
 YHWH! Attendants of the sanctuary, bless YHWH! You 
 who revere YHWH, bless YHWH! Blessings from Zion 
 upon YHWY, who dwells in Jerusalem! 
 

Alleluia! 
 

One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch our 
souls. 
Many: Thank be to God! 
 

Sermo Divina 
Message   “Releasing Idols; Returning to God”      Pastor Linda  
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

Musical Interlude        “Ode To Joy”   Caroline Snyder, Violin 
 

WE RESPOND 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
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Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Musical Interlude      “Amazing Grace”        Josh Snyder, Violin 
 

Rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Call for Offering 
One: Beloved of God, we move through life not alone but 
together. With hearts overflowing with love and grace, with 
minds overflowing with hope and peace, we receive each other’s 
joys and concerns, we share each other’s losses and blessings. We 
move through life’s journey not alone, but with  the help of God’s 
Spirit, with the help of our neighbors near and far, with the help 
of our siblings in Christ. We remember how God has always gone 
ahead to prepare a new way, how God is always been beside us 
and around us and within us, how God will always remain with 
us—for we are God’s people. We remember how God is always 
encouraging us to release what no longer matters, to go and grow 
deeper in our faith, to turn away from all that seeks to move us 
away from God. May we continually offer our time, our talents, 
our treasures so the ministries and the mission of Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ can be received by more and more of our 
neighbors. May we share our lives with God, with God’s people, 
with God’s world. May we be light and salt, love and servants for 
God today and all the days to come. Amen. 
 

 

Offertory (#785) 
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is your alone, we give it gratefully. 
 

Passing Peace 
One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Friends, please share the peace of Christ with each other 
through waves and peace signs, through prayer hands or hands 
over your heart. Those joining us virtually, please share the peace 
of Christ in the chat section. Though we may be scattered, we are 
gathered and drawn in by the peace and love of Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

WE GO FORTH 
One: We continue to integrate contemplative practices into our 
daily lives as a way of opening to the Divine in deeper ways, 
training our spirits for compassion in all things. This week’s ritual 
action is a practice of curiosity. Set a reminder to spend some 
time exploring a “phenomenon” that you don’t yet know about. 
It might be further exploration of what space, the galaxies, the 
universe has revealed to us. It could be something about the 
behavior of an animal species. Whatever you choose, as you do 
so, allow your mind to take in the wonder, to contemplate the 
information slowly, open your heart to the beauty God offers. 
You may want to put a note nearby, “The more we know, the 
more we know we don’t know. Wonder and awe that leads to the 
care of creation is good . . .for the beauty of the earth,” for the 
beauty of our lives, for the beauty of God’s world. 
 

Closing Hymn      “How Great Thou Art” 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 
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I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r thro’out the universe displayed. 
 

Refrain 
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God , to Thee; 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 

When thro’ the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. 
 

Refrain 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art. 
 

Refrain 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
One: The world is so varied, so beautiful, so diverse, so wonderful. 
Seek wisdom, seek wonder, seek grace, seek glory wherever it is 
to be found. And may the goodness of the Creator, the 
companionship of the Christ, and the insight of the Spirit infuse 
your life now and always. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“How Great Thou Art” 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

For the Beauty of the Earth. St. 4, Miriam Therese Winter, 
1993. TUNE: DIX. Conrad Kocher, 1838. Adapt. William H. 
Monk, 1861. 
 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling. Charles Wesley, 1747. Tune: 
BEECHER. John Zundel, 1855. 
 

How Great Thou Art. TEXT and MUSIC: Stuart K. Hine; last 
stanza setting by Eugene Thomas. Copyright 1953. 
 

Today’s altar flowers today are sponsored by Ed & Sharon Dell 
in loving memory of Ed’s Father, Harry. 
 

Thank you, Joyce, Caroline, and Josh for sharing your beautiful 
gift of music with us this morning. Thank you, Natalie, for 
serving as our Lay Reader. Thank you, Diane and Diane for 
livestreaming and producing our worship. Thank you, beloved 
siblings in Christ, for your grace and generosity, for your love 
and laughter, for your presence and peace. May your journey 
overflow with beauty and wonder, with blessings and wisdom. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet safely. Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift 
during Worship.  
 

Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

