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September 12, 2021—16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

Service of Healing 
Lay Reader and Acolyte: Natalie Rohrbach 

____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 

your souls as you prepare for Worship in stillness. 
____________________________________________________ 

GATHER THE SUPPLIES 
This is the “Gathering” section of worship. When we begin a 
creative project, we gather the supplies in order to begin our 
playful work of creating. God supplied creation with us! We 
are the supplies God needs to continue the creative work of 

building God’s realm. In this part of worship we celebrate and 
affirm our partnership with God and each other in this creative 

project called “life!” 
____________________________________________________ 
Gathering Music         Joyce Maurer 
 

Welcome 
 

Leader: This is the day our God has made. 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader: Come, let us worship 
People: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Opening to the Creative Spirit 
One: In the world of the driven… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 
One: Let your love be a given… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 

One: To imagine, to dream, to create, to redeem. For the sake of 
the living… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 
 

Please rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Gentle music plays…Altar Candles are Lit 
 

One: Friends, we’ve lived through and continue to live through a 
season of trauma and uncertainty, chaos and challenge. We’ve 
experienced loss in so many ways over the past 18 months. Loss 
of life, loss of connection, loss of gathering, loss of what we 
previously took for granted. We all heal from trauma differently 
and it takes time. Healing takes time and intentionality, healing 
comes from God whose love seeks to cover us and hold us. 
 

As we seek the healing touch of Jesus in this season, we also 
remember the tragic, traumatic day 20 years ago when our world 
was changed, when hatred and violence erupted in New York 
City, in Washington DC, in the air. Too many perished. Loss and 
grief filled our lives. And God remains. 
 

Beloved, may we pause and invite the Healing Spirit of God to rest 
upon us. May we invite the Comforting Spirit of God to be with us 
and within us as we remember, as we reflect, as we release. What 
are you carrying which is too heavy, which is too cumbersome, 
which is weighing you down? As we breathe deeply and feel 
God’s love and hope, peace and grace filling us, what are you able 
to release to Jesus? Jesus offers to gently help carry what we 
cannot carry. Jesus offers his yoke which is gentle, which is light. 
Jesus offers to help carry our burdens today and in the days to 
come. And, beloved friends, we are assured there is absolutely 
nothing than can or ever will separate us from the love of God 
through Jesus Christ, the Word become Flesh. 
 

Together let us pray… 
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Many: Healing One, anoint us with your healing balm, fill us with 
your loving compassion, receive our wounds, our broken 
spaces, our hurts, our griefs. Help us release what overwhelms 
us, what weighs us down, what is just too heavy to carry. Love 
us back to wholeness. Restore us to renewed life. Guide us to 
spaces of peace, of tranquility, of green grasses, of still waters, 
of rest for our bodies, our minds, our souls, our communities. 
Healing One, we lift all of our prayers, those spoken and those 
etched upon our hearts, in the name of Jesus who came to teach 
us, to guide us, to point us back to you. Amen. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Opening Song of Praise 
 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   #506 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh, what needless pain we 
 bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, burdened with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to our God in prayer! 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to our God in 
 prayer! 
Jesus’ arms will take and shield you; you will find a solace there. 
 

Affirming and Connecting 
 

One: Our world is filled with divides which often seem too wide 
to cross. Our world is filled with chasms which seem to prevent 
us from coming together as siblings in Christ. Yet God’s has a 
dream of unity, of shalom, of people coming together to listen, to 
learn, to love. God’s dream is filled with a vision of building 
bridges, of forging chasms, of mutual respect and dignity for 

everyone. God’s dream seeks to restore peace for all people, to 
restore all of creation to wholeness. May we follow in the 
footprints of Jesus. May we become the healers, the lovers, the 
grace bearers God asks us to be. 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: As our greeting and passing of the peace this morning, I 
invite you to turn to your neighbors and offer a peace sign, a 
wave, hands across your heart, or prayer hands as you offer 
peace and hope and love to each other. 
 

If you are joining us from home, please share peace and love and 
hope with each other in the chat section of Facebook as we seek 
to love each other back to wholeness. 

 

Gentle music plays during this time of sharing 
 

“LET THERE BE…” 
This is the “Proclaiming the Word” section of worship. God 
spoke “let there be…” and creation began. In this part of 

worship we open to hear the wisdom that the Spirit will use to 
move our hearts this day. So just “let there be…” an openness 

and willingness to encounter something unexpected. 
____________________________________________________ 

Scripture Readings 
Romans 8:31-39 
Voice One: What then are we to say about these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, 
but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 
Voice Two: Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
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died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. 
Voice One: What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed 
all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
Voice Two: No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 

Please rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
Spirit of the Living God     #283 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

Psalm 23 (unison) 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life. And 
I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Gospel of Matthew 11:28-30 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light. 
 

One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch our 
souls. 
Many: Thank be to God! 
 

“There Is a Balm in Gilead” 
Refrain 
There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole. 
There is a balm in Gilead, to heal the sin sick soul. 
 

Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain. 
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 
 

Refrain 
 

Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend, 
Who, if you ask for knowledge, will never fail to lend. 
 

Refrain 
 

Message  “Heal Us With Your Love”         Pastor Linda 
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
Musical Interlude  “In The Sanctuary”      Joyce Maurer 

 

 

“GETTING OUR HANDS DIRTY” 
This is the “Response” section of worship. Once we have heard 
the call to creativity, we just have to do it…just jump in to get 
our “hands dirty” in the work of play and creative problem-

solving. We pray and offer what we can to bring more life and 
joy this day and every day. 

____________________________________________________ 
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Praying for the Word We Co-Create 
One: If you are comfortable doing so, I invite you to close your 
eyes for a moment as we do some visualizing. Breathe in slowly. 
Let your breath out slowly. Again: in…out…Try to image your 
wounds, your broken spaces, your sorrows, your grief, your 
sorrows rolling off your head, down your shoulders, down your 
arms, and falling onto the floor. 
 

This week I invite you to pause, to remember, to reflect on the 
need for Jesus’ healing touch in your life, in the communities 
where you live or work or play, in this faith community, in our 
country, in the world. What losses, what traumas, what griefs 
have you lived with or experienced during this season of global 
pandemic? What losses, traumas, griefs have you experienced 
during the 20 years since 9/11? Imagine Jesus holding you, gently 
anointing your forehead, asking you to let him carry your 
burdens. Imagine Jesus holding you, whispering in your ear, 
seeking to love you back to wholeness. How does this feel? What 
is Jesus speaking to your soul today. 
 

Moment of quiet stillness 
 

Beloved, take a moment to write on the piece of paper you were 
given when you came in—today we used multiple colors. You 
may write down a word, a phrase, or a whole sentence sharing 
where you see or feel the need for healing. You may write what 
you hear Jesus whispering to you today. 
 

Again, we’ll be collecting these slips of paper and placing them 
upon the cross as we grow our rainbow mosaic of our faith 
community’s hopes. Those of you joining us at home, we invite 
you to mail your words, phrases, sentences to us so we might 
include them on our cross. We remember though we are 
scattered, still God gathers us and draws us in. 
 

Gentle music… 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing Backpacks, Students, Teachers, School Supplies 
One: As a new school year is underway, we offer blessings for 
peace and wonder, for grace and love to students, teachers, and 
all who are part of the learning experience. May our Creator 
guide them, may Jesus journey with them, may the Spirit 
surround them. As a reminder that they are loved, this year we 
offer crosses which can be attached to backpacks, worn as 
necklaces, kept in a pocket as a deep, tangible reminder of the 
steadfast and abiding love of God. 
 

We also bless the school supplies and monetary donations 
collected which will be shared with Bethany Children’s Home and 
Muhlenberg Schools. May our gifts reveal love and healing, hope 
and wonder, grace and presence. 
 

Let us pray together… 
Many: God of fresh starts and new beginnings, we wrap in 
prayer and blessing all who journey into a new year of learning. 
One: Last year was different from what had been expected or 
anticipated. Rather than gathering in classrooms and on 
playgrounds, learning was experienced by many at home. This 
year students have returned to classrooms and still learning is 
different with masks and distant socializing. In the midst of these 
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changes and challenges, you remain with grace, with love, with 
healing. 
Many: God, these changes and challenges may leave children, 
youth, teachers and school personnel feeling lost, alone, 
discouraged, sad. You are comforter, you are the one who holds 
us close, who reminds us we are not alone, who speaks of going 
ahead to prepare a way. Be with your children, be with all of 
your children. 
One: Backpacks carry blank pages, sharpened pencils, colorful 
crayons, books. Hearts carry big feelings, unanswered questions, 
hopeful anticipation. There are endless possibilities of what this 
year might reveal—of what might be learned, of new 
relationships, of transformation. 
Many: God, you are the friend who journeys with your children 
through whatever life offers. You are the friend who holds and 
heals, who encourages and guides, who teaches and loves. Be 
with your children in this new year. 
One: Be with them as they ride the bus. 
Many: Be with them as they walk. 
One: Be with them as they buckle seatbelts, zip jackets, tie shoes. 
Many: However they get there and whatever they wear, bless 
their journey into something new. 
One: For the grown ups going back to school, Ever-Present God, 
be with them, too. 
Many: Surround them with wonder and joy, with hope and with 
love. 
One: God, thank you for teachers and helpers; caregivers and 
leaders, bus drivers and cafeteria workers, custodians and all who 
care for children. Bless them and bless all they do to help your 
children learn and grow. 
Many: God, you are our friend. Bless your children, bless their 
backpacks, bless their lives. Bless the gifts we offer to those who 

may not have what they need to move into this new year. Bless 
their journeys, bless their lives. 
One: Bless your children with grace, with comfort, with peace, 
with wonder, with healing, with love. And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 

 

Installation of Faith Formation Leaders 

One: Grace, mercy, and peace to you from Jesus Christ, the head 
of the church in heaven and on earth. 
Many: To God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. Amen. 
One: Affirmation of ministry is the act where the local church of 
the United Church of Christ recognizes the diverse gifts of its 
members and celebrates the particular ministry of each person in 
the life of the church or in various settings in the life of the world. 
 

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit 
gives them. 
Many: There are different ways of serving, but the same God is 
served. 
One: There are different abilities to perform service, but the same 
God gives ability to each of us for our particular service. 
Many: The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each 
person for the good of all. 
One: Christ is like a single body, which has many parts. 
Many: It is still one body even though it is made up of different 
parts. 
One: If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with 
it; if one part is praised, all the other parts share its joy. 
Many: All of us are Christ’s body, and each one is part of it. 
 

Faith Formation Leaders are invited to come forward 
 

One: Siblings in Christ, it is an honor and a blessing to be 
entrusted with the responsibility of serving as Faith Formation 
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Leaders of Good Shepherd United Church of Christ. Having 
prayerfully considered the duties and responsibilities of this 
ministry, are you prepared to serve with the help of God in 
Christ’s name and for the glory of God? 
Faith Formation Leaders: I am 
One: Do you promise to exercise your responsibilities diligently 
and faithfully, showing forth the love of Christ? 
Faith Formation Leaders: I do relying on God’s grace. 
One: Members and friends of Good Shepherd United Church of 
Christ, you have heard the promises of our siblings in Christ who 
have answered God’s call to serve. Let us affirm our intention to 
live in covenant with them. Will you rise as you are able in body 
and in spirit as witness to the commitment we now make? 
Many: We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be 
partners with you in the service of Jesus Christ. We promise to 
love you, to honor your leadership, and to assist you so together 
we may be a faithful church of Jesus Christ. 

 

You may be seated 
 

One: Let us join our hearts and souls together in the spirit of 
prayer: Eternal God, you have called your children to serve you in 
this household of faith and in the world which you have entrusted 
to our care. Send your Spirit upon them that they may serve 
among us with honor and faithfulness. Help them be diligent in 
their duties so your church may prosper in the mission you place 
before her. May their example prove worthy for us all to follow, 
as we are united in Christ’s ministry, to the glory of your name. 
Many: Amen 
One: In the name of Jesus Christ and on behalf of the Faith 
Community of Good Shepherd United Church of Christ, I rejoice 
to announce you are installed, recognized, affirmed, and blessed 
in your ministry as Faith Formation Leaders. 
 

And all God’s people said: 
Many: AMEN! 
 

Offering of the Creative Spirit 
 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen 
 

“LIFTING THE SPIRIT” 
This is the “Going Forth” section of worship. We take the 

affirmation and inspiration we have experienced here and we 
vow to make imagination live through our intention for this 
week. What do you intend to do to flex your creative muscle, 
lifting the spirit in your life and the lives of those around you? 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Closing Hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”       #449 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light: 
 

Refrain 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

When the shadows appear, and the night draws near; 
And the day is past and gone, 
At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand: 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
One: May you see the unfolding of each day as an opportunity to 
be a Co-Creator with God. 
 

As a Jesus-Follower, may you feel his company leading you 
toward creating more kindness, justice, and mercy. 
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May you know the nudge of the Creative Spirit within, “making 
belief” in all you are and do. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon your with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 

Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus. Joseph Scriven, 1855. Tune: 
ERIE. Charles C. Converse, 1868. 
 

Spirit of the Living God. Daniel Iverson, 1926. Tune: IVERSON. 
Daniel Iverson, 1927. 
 

There Is a Balm in Gilead. African-American spiritual. Tune: 
BALM IN GILEAD. African-American spiritual 
 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand. Thomas A. Dorsey, 1932. Tune: 
PRECIOUS LORD. Thomas A Dorsey, 1932. 
 

Blessing of backpacks, children, youth, teachers litany adapted 
from Blessing of Backpacks and Back-to-School Worship 
Liturgy, Illustrated Ministry. 
 

Faith Formation Leader Installation Litany adapted from Book 
of Worship, United Church of Christ. 
 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Carolann, Jim, and 
Rachel Seifrit in remembrance of 9/11. 
 

Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music with us. Thank 

you, Natalie, for serving as Lay Reader and Acolyte. Thank you, 
Diane and Diane for livestreaming and producing our worship. 
Thank you Faith Formation Leaders for sharing your gifts. 
Beloved siblings in Christ, may the love, the comfort, the grace, 
the healing presence of God hold you, guide you, fill you, restore 
you to wholeness. You are loved. You are worthy. You have 
value. You God’s beloved children. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet while wearing masks and practicing social distancing. 
Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift during Worship.  
Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

