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September 19, 2021—17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

Drawn In: Living Out the Creative Life with God 
RE-INTEGRATE 

Lay Reader: Diane Dudek 
____________________________________________________ 
Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time we dim our church 

lights, ring the singing bell, and offer gathering music. We 
invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your hearts, your minds, 
your souls as you prepare for this time of Worship in stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
GATHER THE SUPPLIES 

This is the “Gathering” section of worship. When we begin a 
creative project, we gather the supplies in order to begin our 
playful work of creating. God supplied creation with us! We 

are the supplies that God needs to continue the creative work 
of building God’s realm. In this part of worship we celebrate 
and affirm our partnership with God and each other in this 

creative project called “life!” 
____________________________________________________ 
Gathering Music           Joyce Maurer 

 

Welcome 
One: This is the day our God has made. 
Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
One: Come, let us worship 
Many: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Opening to the Creative Spirit 
One: In the world of the driven… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 
One: Let your love be a given… 

Many: Let us be drawn in. 
One: To imagine, to dream, to create, to redeem. For the sake of 
the living… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 
 

Please rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Gentle music plays…Altar Candles are Lit 
One: Everything that is created is in relationship with all other 
things. God’s vision for birds had to do with the quality of the 
creation of air. How a song is experienced by those who sing it 
will change the composer’s perception of the song or even the 
song itself. Nothing exists in isolation. So too for our relationship 
with others. What happens for humanity is closely related to how 
we respond to each other. Are we willing to re-integrate, re-vise, 
re-vision our lives as we come in contact with others who are not 
like us? New possibilities await if we are willing to offer ourselves 
fully and be willing to be changed by our interactions. 
 

Together let us pray… 
Many: Re-integrating God, you created us for relationship with 
you and with others. Open us to be transformed as we 
encounter the diversity of your children, the diversity of your 
world. Draw us into your love. Give us the courage to reach out 
in love and with grace. Amen. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Opening Song of Praise 
“Rejoice, You Pure in Heart”    #71 
 

Rejoice you pure in heart; lift praises to the sky; 
Your festal banner wave with joy, the cross of Christ raise high. 
 

Refrain 
 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Rejoice, give thanks and sing. 
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Praise God who rules all worlds, the risen Christ adore 
Praise God the Spirit, Holy Fire, one God forever more! 
 

Refrain 
 

Affirming and Connecting 
One: What contributes to dis-integration of the world rather than 
re-integration of all things into beloved community? Theologian 
Don Saliers offers “…holy play asks of us vulnerability to grace 
and to one another.” Sometimes fear of making ourselves 
vulnerable keeps us isolated, unforgiving, without the playmates 
we need to create the love God’s world so desperately needs. 
 

Hear the Good News! We were made for each other, we were 
made for relationship, we have only to choose to say “yes” to 
God’s invitation to participate fully in the life and love of 
community. 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: As our greeting and passing of the peace, I invite you to turn 
to your neighbors offering a wave, a peace sign, prayer hands, or 
hands over your heart and say, “Yes!” If you are joining us 
virtually, please great each other in the chat section as we 
remember though we are scattered God’s love and grace and 
hope gather us. 

Gentle music plays during this time of sharing 
 

“LET THERE BE…” 
\This is the “Proclaiming the Word” section of worship. God 

spoke “let there be…” and creation began. In this part of 
worship we open to hear the wisdom the Spirit will use to 

move our hearts this day. So just “let there be…” an openness 
and willingness to encounter something unexpected. 

Musical Interlude “In Gentle Green Pastures”     Joyce Maurer 
 

An Imaginative Word 
 

“Eat Inspiration Like Dinner” by Renhui Moon 
 

Everyone eats inspiration like a fancy dinner. 
What’s in it that makes it so much desired? 

Is it the unusual ingredients it contains? 
Or the soaring power it promises? 
Is it the trendy colors it possesses? 

Or the music it orchestrates inside us? 
Is it the delicious taste it offers? 

Or the harmony when we are aligned? 
It is both and all! 

We are created to create. 
And must be inspired. 

 

Scripture—1 Corinthians 12:12-19 
 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we are all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but 
of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do 
not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. If the whole body were an ear, where would the 
sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the 
body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 
 

One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch our 
souls. 
Many: Thank be to God! 
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Musical Interlude “Seek Ye First”     Cindy Miller-Aungst, Flute 
          Dave Hauk, Piano 

 

Message “Vulnerability—A Super Power”        Pastor Linda 
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

“GETTING OUR HANDS DIRTY” 
 

This is the “Response” section of worship. Once we have heard 
the call to creativity, we just have to do it…just jump in to get 
our “hands dirty” in the work of play and creative problem-

solving. We pray and offer what we can to bring more life and 
joy this day and every day. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

Praying for the Word We Co-Create 
One: Again I invite you, if you are comfortable doing so, to close 
your eyes for a moment so we might do some visualizing. Breathe 
in slowly. Let your breath out slowly. Again: in…out…Try to image 
your stresses, your anxieties, your concerns, your worries, your 
deadlines rolling off your head, down your shoulders, down your 
arms, and falling on the floor. 
 

This week I want to invite you to see in your mind’s eye the people 
who have helped you create the life you live. Recall your mentors, 
teachers, friends, family—those in the past and those who are in 
your life now. 
 

Could you have done it without them? No, of course not. And we 
will continue to need creative collaborators in life. Take a 
moment to write on the piece of blue paper you were given the 
names of people in your life for whom you give thanks to God. 
 

Again, we’ll be collecting these slips of paper and placing them on 
the cross as we grow our rainbow mosaic of our faith 
community’s visions and hopes. Those of you joining us at home, 

we invite you to mail your words, phrases, sentences to us so we 
might include them on the cross. We remember though we are 
scattered, still God gathers us and draws us in. 
 

Gentle music… 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 

Offering of the Creative Spirit 
 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
Amen 
 

Affirmation of Faith—United Church of Christ 
 

One: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, 
Many: God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your 
deeds we testify: 
One: You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own 
image, and set before each one the ways of life and death. 
Many: You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness 
and sin. 
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One: You judge people and nations by your righteous will 
declared through prophets and apostles. In Jesus Christ, the man 
of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us 
and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and 
reconciling the world to yourself. 
Many: You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and 
renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful 
people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
One: You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of 
discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to 
proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, 
and share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join him in 
his passion and victory. 
Many: You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and 
fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your 
realm which has no end. 
One: Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 
Many: Amen. 
 

“LIFTING THE SPIRIT” 
 

This is the “Going Forth” section of worship. We take the 
affirmation and inspiration we have experienced here and we 
vow to make imagination live through our intention for this 

week. What do you intend to do to flex your creative muscle, 
lifting the spirit in your life and the lives of those around you? 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Closing Hymn “In Christ There Is No East or West” 
 

In Christ there is no East or West, in Christ no South or North; 
But one community of love throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion 
 find; 
God’s service is the golden chord close binding humankind. 
 

In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South 
 and North. 
On joyous, true community throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
One: May you see the unfolding of each day as an opportunity to 
be a Co-Creator with God. 
 

As a Jesus-Follower, may you feel his company leading you 
toward creating more kindness, justice, and mercy. 
 

May you know the nudge of the Creative Spirit within, “making 
belief” in all you are and do. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“In Christ There is no East or West” 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
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Rejoice, You Pure in Heart. Edward H. Plumptree, 1865. Tune: 
VINEYARD HAVEN. Richard Wayne Dirksen, 1974. 
 

In Christ There is No East or West. John Oxenham, 1908. Tune: 
McKee. African-American melody. Arr. Harry Tu. Burleigh, 1939. 
 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Pastor Linda in loving 
memory of her late fiancé, Brian. Your love and your music 
remain. WAMHAS 
 

Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music with us each 
week. Thank you, Diane for serving as our Lay Reader. Thank 
you, Diane and Diane for livestreaming and producing our 
worship. Thank you, beloved siblings in Christ, for your presence, 
your grace, your love, your creativity as we grow together ass 
Christ’s body. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, or arrange a time 
to meet while wearing masks and practicing social distancing. 
Please share your joys and prayers for us to lift during Worship.  
Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 
 

mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

