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August 29, 2021—14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Good Shepherd UCC, Tuckerton—Pastor Linda Kozlowski 

Drawn In: Living Out the Creative Life with God—RISK  
Lay Reader and Acolyte: Stu Degler 

____________________________________________________ 
Our Live Stream begins at 10:20 am. At this time, we will dim 

our church lights, ring the singing bell, and Joyce will offer 
gathering music. We invite you to breathe deeply, to quiet your 

hearts, your minds, your souls as you prepare for this time of 
Worship in quiet stillness. 

____________________________________________________ 
GATHER THE SUPPLIES 

This is the “Gathering” section of worship. When we begin a 
creative project, we gather the supplies in order to begin our 
playful work of creating. God supplied creation with us! We 
are the supplies God needs to continue the creative work of 

building God’s realm. In this part of worship we celebrate and 
affirm our partnership with God and each other in this creative 

project called “life!” 
____________________________________________________ 
Gathering Music           Joyce Maurer 

Welcome 
Leader: This is the day our God has made. 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Leader: Come, let us worship 
People: Let us gather in the presence of our God. 
 

Ringing the Church Bell 
 

Opening to the Creative Spirit 
One: In the world of the driven… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 
One: Let your love be a given… 

Many: Let us be drawn in. 
One: To imagine, to dream, to create, to redeem. For the sake of 
the living… 
Many: Let us be drawn in. 
 

Please rise as you are able in body and in spirit 
 

Gentle music plays….Altar Candles are Lit 
 

One: God’s act of creating all that is, God’s act of entering our 
lives in the person of Jesus, God’s everyday act of creating new 
life—all these are acts of bringing that which is not into being—
all acts of originality. To create is to assert ourselves in a way that 
is risky, that invites stepping into the unknown. Jesus told a story 
about people who did different things with the “talents” given to 
them. The one who took a risk and utilized those talents 
multiplied the gifts in the world. What can you do to risk what 
God has given you to expand love and grace in the world? 
 

Together let us pray… 
Many: Risking God, you created something from nothing. Open 
us to move into the unknown future with confidence so we 
might live into your vision for this world you continue to create. 
Draw us into your possibilities. Give us the courage to act. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Opening Song of Praise 
 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”    #436 
 

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 
Crown your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious 
 flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
For the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
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Let the search for your salvation be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
Serving you whom we adore, serving you whom we adore. 
 

Affirming and Connecting 
One: What holds us back from the courage to make a move? 
Author Robert Gruden said “Creativity is dangerous. Its pleasure 
is not the comfort of safe harbor, but the thrill of the reaching 
sail.” Sometimes what holds us back is that we are comfortable, 
even if we are not happy. We simply have gotten used to the way 
things are. 
 

Hear the Good News! God has created an ever-expanding 
universe and you are part of it. You can expand your world and 
the world around you by seeing yourself as God sees you—able 
to do far more than you can imagine. If you are uncomfortable, it 
just means you are growing. 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: As our greeting and passing of the peace today, I invite you 
to turn to your neighbors and greet them with: “Go for it!” If you 
are joining us virtually, feel free to share “Go for it!” with each 
other in the chat section 
 

Gentle music plays during this time of sharing 
 

“LET THERE BE…” 
This is the “Proclaiming the Word” section of worship. God 

spoke “let there be…” and creation began. In this part of 
worship we open to hear the wisdom the Spirit will use to 

move our hearts this day. So “let there be…” an openness and 
willingness to encounter something unexpected. 

____________________________________________________ 
Musical Interlude  “My Tribute”       Joyce Maurer 
 

An Imaginative Word—“Invocation” By Cynthia Winton-Henry 
 

Voice One: Here’s an idea: let’s make something out of nothing. 
No, not nothing. Let us gather up everything that we ever were or 
are or will be. Let us be Shapers, Creators, Makers of Some Thing. 
Some World. Some Living. Let us dare to succeed at it, dare to fail 
at it, dare to fly on the wings of this moment. Let us improvise our 
dreams. Let us leap boldly from the shoulders of our lives, our 
histories, our loves, our disasters. 
Voice Two: Here’s an idea: let us play ourselves out! (The real 
work) Let us do nothing at all. It may not matter. Let us run the 
risk of naked individuality. Let us go out wildly. Not just as one, 
but as a union, an ensemble. 
Voice One: Here’s an idea: when we make our worlds, let us 
commit to them, hold still with them, let them go when it is time. 
Let us breathe. Let us sing. Let us laugh. Let us dance. Let us see 
what will be when we invoke… 
Voice Two: God 
Voice One: Creativity. 
Voice Two: And Power. 
 

Scripture—Matthew 25:24-30 
“Then the one who had received the one talent came forward, 
saying ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 
you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and 
lazy servant! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, 
and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was mine with interest. So take the talent 
from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For 
to all those who have, more will begiven, and they will have an 
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abundance; but from those who have nothing even what they 
have will be taken away. As for this worthless servant, throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’” 
 

One: May the reading and the hearing of these words touch our 
souls. 
Many: Thank be to God! 
 

Message “Generous God. Generous Grace”       Pastor Linda 
 

Moment of Quiet Reflection / Ringing of the Singing Bell 
 

“GETTING OUR HANDS DIRTY” 
This is the “Response” section of worship. Once we have heard 
the call to creativity, we just have to do it…just jump in to get 
our “hands dirty” in the work of play and creative problem-

solving. We pray and offer what we can to bring more life and 
joy this day and every day. 

____________________________________________________ 
Praying for the Word We Co-Create 

One: Again I invite you, if you are comfortable, to close your eyes 
for just a moment so you can do some visualizing. Breathe in 
slowly. Let your breath out slowly. Again: in…out…Try to image 
your stresses, your anxieties, your concerns, your deadlines, your 
worries rolling off your head, down your shoulders, down your 
arms, and falling onto the floor. 
 

This week I invite you to imagine a door in front of you. The door 
is slightly open and you see there is a light shining on the other 
side. You feel an excitement about discovering what is on the 
other side. Even though you cannot see right now what it is, you 
get the feeling that going there will open your world. Just then 
you get a text message. It’s God with a word of encouragement. 
What does it say? Take a moment to write that message on the 

piece of yellow paper you were given when you came in today. It 
can be a word, a phrase, or whole sentences expressing what you 
imagined. 
 

Again, we’ll be collecting these slips of paper to place them on 
the cross as we continue to create our rainbow mosaic of our faith 
community’s dreams and hopes and visions. Those of you joining 
us at home, we continue to invite you to mail your words, 
phrases, sentences to us so we might include them on the cross. 
We remember thought we are scattered, still we gather for God 
brings us together. 
 

Gentle music… 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 

Offering of the Creative Spirit 
 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. 
Amen 
 

Offering Blessing 
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Affirming Our Faith—A New Creed (United Church of Canada) 
 

One: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
Many: We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who 
has come in Jesus, the word made flesh, to reconcile and make 
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
One: We trust in God. 
Many: We are called to be the Church; to celebrate God’s 
presence, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
One: In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
Many: We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

“LIFTING THE SPIRIT” 
This is the “Going Forth” section of worship. We take the 

affirmation and inspiration we have experienced here and vow 
to make imagination live through our intention for this week. 
What do you intend to do to flex your creative muscle, lifting 

the spirit in your life and the lives of those around you? 
____________________________________________________ 

 

Closing Hymn 
“Nearer, My God, to You”    #606 
 

Nearer, my God to you, nearer to you. 
I’ll bear the cross as Christ calls me to do 
And pray each day anew 
Nearer my God, to you, nearer my God to you, nearer to you. 
 

When I am wandering as Jacob did, 
And in the deepest night the path is hid, 
My dreams will be me too, 
Nearer my God, to you, nearer my God, to you, nearer to you. 
 

 
 

Benediction / Blessing 
 

One: May you see the unfolding of each day as an opportunity to 
be a Co-Creator with God. 
 

As a Jesus-Follower, may you feel his company leading you 
toward creating more kindness, justice, and mercy. 
 

May you know the nudge of the Creative Spirit within, “making 
belief” in all you are and all you do. 
 

Benediction Reprise—“Nearer, My God, to You 
 

One: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you with 
kindness and give you peace. 
 

One: And all God’s people say: 
Many: Amen! 
 

The light of Christ is taken into the Word. 
 

Postlude 
____________________________________________________ 
Worship Notes 
 

Worship series design and original music© Worship Design 
Studio, used with permission. www.worshipdesignstudio.com. 
 

Our music is livestreamed with permission under CCLI License 
#4366000. All rights reserved. 
 

God of Grace and God of Glory. Henry Emerson Fosdick, 1903. 
Tune: CWM RHONDDA. John Hughes, 1907. 
 

Nearer, My God, to You. Sarah Flower Adams, 1841, Adapt. 
Thomas H. Troeger. Tune: BETHANY. Lowell Mason, 1856. 
 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Dottie Knouse in loving 
memory of her mother and her father. 
 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
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Thank you, Joyce, for sharing your gift of music with us each 
week. Thank you, Stu, for serving as our Lay Reader and Acolyte 

today. Thank you, Diane and Diane for livestreaming and 
producing our worship service. Thank you, beloved siblings in 
Christ, for entering God’s dream, for hovering as you discern 
God’s word, for daring to take a risk for God’s people, for God’s 
creation, for God’s world, for God. 
 

Friends, please know I am here for you. Call, text, or e-mail me. 
We can talk on the phone, set up a Zoom time, arrange a time 
to meet safely. Please continue to share your joys, your prayers 
for us to lift during Worship. 
Pastor Linda 484-529-2241 (cell)/pastorlindakoz@gmail.com 

mailto:pastorlindakoz@gmail.com

